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On May 29, the Salvadoran National Educators Association (ANDES) announced plans to launch
an indefinite strike on June 1 in order to pressure the government into approving salary hikes.
ANDES secretary general Jorge Villegas told reporters that the strike is expected to paralyze
98% of the nation's schools, and will continue until Education Minister Cecilia Gallardo meets
teachers' demands. Villegas said ANDES has called for a salary hike ranging from 26% to 30%,
depending on teachers' experience. Instructors earning the highest current salaries receive
about US$189 per month. ANDES claims to represent 27,000 teachers, approximately 90% of all
public school instructors. According to Villegas, over 4,000 teachers most employed in rural and
suburban schools are not paid directly by the government, but rather "through contributions from
impoverished parents, who are forced to put up with Education Ministry corruption." Government
officials announced May 31 that teachers participating in the strike will be sanctioned by pay cuts
and "other measures." The strike, they added, "responds only to political and not trade union
interests." Spokespersons for the Salvadoran Teachers Front (FMS), an umbrella group of 12 teacher
associations, told reporters that the Front will not participate in the strike. The FMS organized
a nationwide strike, which last from March 30 through April 3. The strike was called off when
government officials agreed to negotiate salaries and benefits with teacher union leaders. The
ANDES reiterated plans to strike, despite the FMS decision. According to an Education Ministry
communique, salary restructuring was "in the final stage," due for public release on June 22.
Consequently, said the ministry, the "indefinite general strike called by ANDES is not justified." On
June 1 in San Salvador, ANDES spokespersons said 95% of public school teachers throughout the
country were participating in the strike. Thousands of teachers rallied in the Plaza Civica and later
marched to the Legislative Assembly building. ANDES leader Julio Cesar Portillo said that police
showed up at schools in the Zacamil neighborhood (northern San Salvador), and at other locations
to pressure teachers into ignoring the strike. (Basic data from Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 05/25/92, 05/31/92, 06/01/92; Agence France-Presse, 05/31/92, 06/01/92;
Chinese news service Xinhua, Notimex, 06/01/92)
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